
The next Unit 5 Board of Education meeting will be at 6:30 pm, July 21, at Normal West High School. Those
wishing to speak during public comments must sign-up in person, between 5:30-6:30 pm on July 21. Those
who wish to speak can only sign themselves up for public comments. The sign-up list will close promptly at 6:30
pm, regardless of the time the meeting and/or public comments begin.

The McLean County Unit 5 Board of Education is dedicated to supporting each of our students and staff
members.  The Board strives to act in the best interest of taxpayers while remaining steadfast in upholding the
district’s core mission and values.  The Board values community engagement and appreciates the many
constructive perspectives shared by community members in recent weeks.  To continue supporting thoughtful
community involvement, the Board desires to provide a safe public forum where all viewpoints can be
expressed in a civil manner.

Unfortunately, prior attendees reported experiencing unwelcome events and threatening behavior both during
and in the days ensuing our last meeting. The Board condemns these negative behaviors and all lack of civility
displayed by the public, including on social media.

While board meetings often occur on school grounds, they are still open public meetings of the district and
must be conducted to specific rules and regulations. To this end, the Board reaffirms the following expectations
regarding public meetings:

● The Open Meetings Act allows any person the right to address a school board under the rules
established by the Board during any public meeting.

● It is expected that those attending Unit 5 public board meetings treat the Board, district administrators,
and all other attendees with civility, recognize that others in attendance may have differing
perspectives than their own, and allow others to share their views without interruption.

● The district cannot eliminate public comment nor ban individuals because their comments are
incomplete, inaccurate, or different from others in attendance.  However, observed or reported
behaviors (including gestures) that threaten, harass, or otherwise intimidate another attendee will be
addressed.  Additionally, the use of vulgar or obscene language will not be tolerated.

● Signs cannot obstruct the view of others.
● Disruptions that prohibit the Board from conducting its business may require the Board to take

temporary recess, reorder the agenda, and/or adjourn the meeting. Repeated attempts to address
individual behaviors that are out of order can result in cautionary warnings and/or removal from the
premises.


